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Abstract

In this paper, the author attempts to develop a scheme of class
classification in urban China and locate the middle class within this framework.
The middle class, especially, the new middle class, is product of modern
society. Middle class in urban China can be defined by its intermediate
location between basic class positions. The author argues that the dynamic
basis and mechanism of social stratification in socialist China are different
from that in the capitalist market economies. Public power, control rights
over assets (public and private), and human capital (professional assets),
constitute together the dynamic basis for class differentiation in
contemporary China. Based on these dynamics, 17 class positions and 5 classes
can be identified in urban China. The five classes are the top class (command
class), upper middle class, lower middle class, skilled workers, and
non—skilled workers. Statistical findings from a national sampling survey data
from urban China (CGSS 2003) suggest that, the proposed class framework can
very significantly reduce variances of variables as income and housing,
subjective class identification, and perception of happiness. These research
results show the validity of the proposed class scheme and location of the
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middle class in contemporary urban China.
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